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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In response to the restriction requirement dated September 24, 2002, Applicant 
hereby submits the following election with traversal. 

In the restriction requirement, election is requested to one of the following claim 
groups: 

Group I: Claims 11-17, 19-24, 31, 34-35,38-39, and 42-49; 
Group II: Claims 32 and 36; 
Group III: Claims 3.3 and 37; and 
Group IV: Claim 40 

Applicant hereby elects the claims of Group I (claims 11-17, 19-24, 31, 34-35, 38-39, 
and 42-49) with traversal. The reasons for Applicant's traversal are set forth below. 

MPEP §803 (entitled "Restriction - When Proper) states that "[u]nder the statute 
an application may be restricted to one of two or more claimed inventions only if they 
are able to support separate patents and they are either independent (MPEP §806.04- 
§806.04(i)) or distinct (MPEP §806.05-§806.05(i)). If the search and examination of 
an entire application can be made without serious burden, the examiner must 
examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to independent or 
distinct inventions " (See MPEP §803 (emphasis added)). "There must be a serious 
burden on the examiner if restriction is required." (Id.) 
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Applicant respectfully submits that a serious burden does not exist. First, claims 
32 and 36 (Group II) have been present in the application since the submission of the 
preliminary amendment with the CPA filing on November 21 , 2001 . Claims 32 and 36 
were initially submitted in dependent form (depending on claims 11 and 19 respectively 
in the November amendment). In the last amendment dated August 14, 2002 (which 
resulted in the present restriction requirement), Applicant essentially amended claims 
32 and 36 into independent format by expressly incorporating the limitations of claims 
11 and 1 9 respectively. As such, the subject matter of claims 32 and 36 have already 
been the subject of search and examination (culminating in the February 2002 Office 
Action), and no additional burden is created through their continued examination. The 
August 2002 amendment of claims 32 and 36 merely rewrote those claims in 
independent form and their continued examination is not a serious burden given that 
have already been the subject of search and examination. 

Second, the same can be said for claims 33 and 37 (Group III). Claims 33 and 
37 have been present in the application since the submission of the November 
preliminary amendment together with the CPA filing (at that time they were filed as - 
dependent claims from claims 1 1 and 19 respectively). In the August 2002 amendment, 
Applicant essentially amended claims 33 and 37 into independent form by expressly 
incorporating the limitation of claims 1 1 and 19 respectively. Therefore, as with claims 
32 and 36, the subject matter of claims 33 and 37 have already been the subject of 
search and examination (see February 2002 Office Action), and their continued 
examination does not constitute a serious burden. 

Third, as for claim 40 (Group IV), current claim 40 represents the addition of the 
limitations of previous claim 41 (first presented in the November 2002 amendment) to 

previous claim 40. Current claim 40 also includes a portable key unit lim ita tion adde d 

by the August2 002 amendment. Giye n.that claims 40 and 41 have already been the 
subject of search and examination, and that the portable key unit limitation has already 
been the subject of search and examination, Applicant respectfully submits that 
continued search and examination of claim 40 does not constitute a serious burden. 

Lastly, the claims of Group I also set forth subject matter that has been present in 
the claims of the application since the November 2001 amendment. Because that 
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subject matter has already been the subject of search and examination, the continued 
examination of these claims would not constitute a serious burden. 
Favorable action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 







BenJe$Hn L. Volk, Jr., R£c 


.#48,017 



Thompson Coburn LLI 
One US Bank Plaza 



St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
Telephone: 314-552-6352 
Fax: 314-552-7352 
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